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EARL or GLANDORE 
IN THE 
H O Us E O LOR D S. 


On Fripay FEBRUARY 13, 1789. 


Upon a Motion to agree with the Commons in an Addreſs 

to his Royal Highneſs the Pxincs or WaLzs, to take 

upon him the Reczncy of this Kingdom, during the 
| Incapacity of the Kine, | 
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DUBLIN: 
PainTED ny P. BYRNE, (108) Gxarrox- STREIT. 


M. DCC. LIXXIX. 


BFELEN 


OF THE 


EARL or GLANDORE 
- IN THE 
HOUSE or LORDS, 


On Friday February 13th, 1789. 


My LORDS, 


Tas is a queſtion of ſuch great im- 


portance, involves in it conſiderations of 
luch magnitude, and tends to conſe- 
quences ſo likely to affect the nature of 
that connection, which ſubſiſts between 


this kingdom and Great Britain, and 


1 | upon 


LAS: 
upon which, every eſtabliſhment in this 
country depends, that. before we pro- 
ceed to a deciſion, it is incumbent on us 
to examine with temper, and with cau- 
tion, how far we are warranted to adopt 
ſuch a meaſure, conformably to the prin- 
ciples of our Conſtitution, to the ſeveral 
ſtatutes, explanatory of it, and to the 
practice of our Government. That in 
all our proceedings, we ſhould keep in 
view thoſe great and leading principles, 
is what muſt intereſt every man, who 
thinks the connection with Great Britain 
a benefit to this country, but chiefly, and 
above all the illuſtrious perſonage, who 
is the object gf this addreſs. He is pe- 
culiarly concerned in maintaining the 
unity of that Crown he is deſtined to 
wear, and the indiſſoluble conection of 
thoſe Kingdoms he is born togovern. 


If I underſtand any thing of the nature 
of that relation, which this country bears 
to Great Britain, it is this: The king- 
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dom of Ireland, though poſſeſſing a diſ- 
tinct and independent Legiſlature, yet 
in reſpect of its ſovereignty, holds of 
the Crown of England, and not of the 
perſon of the King, is inſeparably an- 
nexed to that Crown, as declared by ſta- 
tute 33d Hen. VIII. and further declared 
to be ſo, by the act 4th William and 
Mary, which recognizes their Majeſties 
title, and in the contemplation of the 
law and of the conſtitution has ever been 
conſidered (without derogating from the 
independence of its Parliament, I believe 
Tam warranted in making uſe of the 
expreſſion) as being a part or parcel of 
the dominions of the imperial Crown of 
England. In this reſpect differing eſ- 
ſentially from the relation, in which Scot- 
land ſtood to England before the Union. 
The kingdom of Scotland was a ſeparate, 
imperial Crown. There the connection 
was merely accidental, the Crown of 
England having devolved upon the head 
of the 3 ot Scotland. Their only 
connection 
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connection conſiſted in their having one 
common Sovereign, in like manner as 
England and Hanover have at this day. 
Hut fo feeble and Precarious was ſuch 
a bond of connection, that it is now 
fairly matter of ſpeculation, whether if 
the Union had not taken place, thecrowyns 
of England, and of Scotland would not 
at this day be upon different heads; for 
the Scottiſh Parliament had repeatedly 
refuſed to limit the ſucceſſion of their 
Crown to the Princeſs Sophia, the next 
proteſtant heir of the royal line; nay they 
had expreſsly provided in their famous 
Act of Security, that the crowns of Eng- 
land and of Scotland ſhould not be worn 
by the ſame perſon upon the eventual 
demiſe of the Queen. Foreſeeing this, 
and alarmed at the conſequences of hav- 
ing a ſeparate, independent kingdom, 
governed by its own Sovereign, revived 
within the ifland, thoſe great ſtateſmen, 
Lord Godolphin, and Lord Cowper, co— 
Fern with the Duke of Queenſbury, 
and 
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and other diſtinguiſned characters in 
Scotland, who entered into the ſame 
views, brought about that great work of 
the Union, a meaſure unneceſſary, at 
leaſt with reſpect to the ſucceſſion to the 
Crown, had Scotland ſtood to England 
in the ſame relation which Ireland now 
does. 


Our buſineſs is not now to reform the 
Conſtitution, if any there be who think 
it may be ſtill farther improved. Our 
duty in the preſent exigency, is to act 
upon it, ſuch as it is acknowledged and 
defined, and ſo long as the act the roth 
Hen. VII. remains upon the ſtatute book, 
and is part of the law of this land, it is 
impoſſible we can adopt the meaſure 

which has been propoſed, without de- 
parting eſſentially from the principles of 
our Conſtitution. This act was thought 
to be of ſuch high importance, that in 
the year 1782, the æra of the liberties 
of Ireland, when in certain reſpects, 


wherein 
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wherein it was confidered, and juſtly 
conſidered as intrenching upon the pri. 
vileges of Parliament, it was ſo far forth 
modified, and explained; yet the main 
object of that law, which declared it to 
pe indiſpenſable, that before a bill could 
receive the royal aſſent here, it ſhould 
be ſent hack certified under the Great 
Seal of England, that part of it was con- 
firmed ard re· enacted. 


What then are we now called upon 
to do? To vote an addreſs to his Royal 
Highneſs the Prince of Wales, to aſſume 
the Regency of this kingdom, before we 
have any authority to know, that he is 
inveſted with that power, which can en- 
able him to adminiſter the Government; 
for until he ſhall have authority to di. 
rect the uſe of the Great Seal of Eng- 
land, he can neither grant a commiſſion 
for giving the royal aſſent to a bill here, 
nor appoint a Lord Lieutenant of Ire- 
land; nor, notwithſtanding all that has 
| been 
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been ſaid tothe contrary, in other places, 

and all the declarations which have been 
made upon that popular theme of per- 
tect independance; the fact is, that un- 
der the actual and exiſting conſtitution 
of this kingdom, it is utterly impracti- 
cable, that the functions of the regal of. 
fie ſhould be exerciſed for Ireland, by 
any other perſon, than him, who is, at 
the ſame time, Regent of Great Britain, 


That * Royal Highneſs the Prince 
of Wales, is the only proper perſon to 
ful the high office of Regent of Great 
Britain and Ireland, during the incapa- 
city of the King, is a truth, to which 
no man in this nation can be more ready 
to aſſent than I am: and with reſpect to 
what has engaged the attention of other 

great aſſemblies, who have been diſcuſ- 
| ling queſtions of right, and voting ab- 
tract propoſitions, had they proceeded 
to the exerciſe of that right, which they 
aerted to belong to them, and choſen 
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any other perſon, than his Royal High- 
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neſs the Prince of Wales, the heir ap- 
parent of this hereditary monarchy, to 


be Regent of Great Britain; it might 
have been attended with ſuch conſe— 


quences with reſpect to this kingdom, as 


would have amounted to a leparation 


irom Great Britain, and a revolution in 
the State. | 


But though there is but one opinion 
amongſt us, that his Royal Highnels the 
Prince of Wales 1s the only proper per- 


{on to fill this high ſtation; yet let us 
be governed in our proceedings by the 


laws of the land, and the principles of 
the Conſtitution; above all things, keep- 
ing in view, that great and capital 
feature of it, that the kingdom of Ir. 
land holds of the Crown of England, ati 
not of the Perſon of the King, Abandon 


this, and what becomes of the ſettie 


ment at the Revolution? The Larlia- 


ment, which King James the Second 
held 


the Houſe. 
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held in this kingdom, when he fat in 
that throne, is then a legal Parliament, 
and all the attainders which pailed 1 in it 
are law. 


From the cleareſt and the fulleſt con- 
viction, that any proceedings, on the part 
of this country, which ſhall in any de- 


| gree militate againſt thoſe known, and 
eſtabliſhed principles, muſt be attended 


with conſequences, the moſt ruinous, 


and pernicious to the State, I ſhall give 
my vote for poſtponing the confidera- 


tion of this addreſs *. With reſpect to the 


illuſtrious Prince, who is the object of 
it, I will be bold to aſſert, there is not 


aà man in either kingdom, who enter- 
_ tains higher ſentiments of duty and at- 


tachment to him, than I do; inferior 
only to thoſe ſentiments of loyalty and 
allegiance, which I owe to. the King his 
Father. And vrhilſt J offer my moſt ar- 


That was the queſtion then immediately before 
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dent wiſhes, that his Royal Highneſs and 
Government may be ſucceſsful and glo- 
rious, I will not preſs the flattering 
hope, that the happy day may at length 
arrive, when it ſhall pleaſe God to re- 
fore that moſt virtuous, and paternal 


Monarch to the wiſhes and the prayers 
of his ſubjects. 


I can have no motive of private con- 
ſideration, to influence my conduct upon 
this occaſion. The part, which I now 
take, is, if report be true, not that, 
which is likely to recommend me to 
thoſe, who it is expected, will ſoon be : 
appointed to ſituations of power; nor 
have I, on the other hand, the motives 
of gratitude to ſway me, for to the pre- 
ſent Adminiſtration, I owe no obliga- 
tion; but if it be true, that one ſelf ap 
proving hour can fully compenſate for 
all the rewards, which power, or popu- 
larity can beſtow, I ſhall reſt ſatisfied in 
the conſciouſneſs of having diſcharged | 
my 
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my duty, as a member of this Houſe, 
and a ſubject of this country, in ſupport- 
ing thoſe principles, from which, if we 
depart, I have the fulleſt conviction, we 
ſhall thereby give a ſhock to the conſti- 
tution, and materially alter the nature 
and frame of our government. 
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